
MESSAGE FROM PASTOR KATE

When I am starting to write a sermon, I 
pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance and then I 
consider, “What do people need to hear for their 
faith journey?”  I have already done some read-
ing and study of the Bible passages we will be 
reading.  The next step is connecting God’s 
Word with our lives.  Sometimes that is easier 
than others, depending on what’s in the Scripture 
passage and depending on what is going on in 
the world around us.  I think about what is on the 
news, what I hear people talking about, what I 
know about the situations of our members.  
Sometimes babies have been born and mar-
riages have happened.  Sometimes cancer has 
been discovered or surgery is imminent.  Some-
times an advanced birthday has been celebrated 
and a class of youth is being confirmed.  Some-
times a group of people in our country have been 
gunned down or a natural disaster has devastat-
ed lives far away.  There are things in the fore-
front of our minds and other things in the back of 
our minds.

Obviously, not everyone needs to hear 
exactly the same thing.  But there are common 
themes.  We rejoice in the good gifts God has 
given us.  And there is anxiety about our person-
al troubles or our worldly situation.  Fear and 
anxiety seem to be all over these days.  Pastor 
Eric and I were talking about how wide-spread 
anxiety issues are among our children.  We were 
wondering if kids are more stressed than we re-
member in our childhoods or are their fear issues 
better recognized and dealt with now.  How 
might we, as a congregation, make our church a 
secure, non-threatening place for them?

Adult members have a wide range of 
opinions about the state of national affairs but 
one thing we can agree on:  Lots of changes are 
taking place.  And change is often difficult for us    
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Fat Tuesday Service, February 28, 7:00 pm
Ash Wednesday, March 1, 7:00 pm
Midweek Lenten Series & Soup Suppers be-

gin Wednesday, March 8, 6:00 pm and con-
tinue through April 5. We will use Holden 
Evening Prayer for our liturgy.

Wednesday Lenten Worship begins at 7:00 
pm, Wednesday March 8 through April 5.

CALLING ALL BAKERS,
ESPECIALLY THE SWEET KIND!

As is our tradition, after the Fat Tuesday jazz 
service on February 28, we will gather in the fel-
lowship hall for a sweet treat - desserts and cof-
fee - before the start of Lent. We do reach out to 
the community for this service, and get a high 
response. 

Please consider contributing a dessert of 
your choice, and helping with set up, serving or 
clean up after our special farewell to all that is 
indulgent. Desserts can be dropped off at the 
church Monday or Tuesday, February 27 & 28, 
and look for sign-up sheets in the narthex to help 
with Fat Tuesday. We’ll have a fun time! Call 
Loris Stupel with any questions at 448-9892.
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St. Mark’s Semi-Annual Meeting will be on 
Sunday, January 29, after the late service.
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to handle.  Our faith speaks to this, particularly 
with two words:  promise and trust.  The Lord 
promises that nothing can separate us from 
God’s love in Christ Jesus.  God is truly the One 
in whom we place our trust.  Only God.

One of my favorite Christian writers, Anne 
Lamott, reminded us, in an article from a year 
ago, that on difficult days we could consider 
“trust and surrender, and joy as a radical act.”  
She would have us remember the gospel song 
“Hallelujah Anyway” in the midst of discomfort 
and stress. We are in charge of very little and 
God is in charge of everything.  We should quit 
pretending to have control.   Just the title is a 
good mantra, isn’t it, when things are not going 
according to our plans?  Hallelujah Anyway!  

More Lamott:  “Eugene O’Neill said we 
are born broken, and that the grace of God is 
glue.  That’s the good news.  The glue stick of 
grace is everywhere.”  Life can be messy and 
fractured.  Thank heavens that the Lord isn’t 
stingy with that glue stick.  Jesus is using it freely 
to hold us together when we feel torn up.  Lent is 
a good time to think about this as we contem-
plate Christ’s journey to the cross.  We trust that 
God’s grace is active in our lives.  And we get to 
help spread some of that glue around in our 
world.  We can’t fix everything but we can bring 
encouragement and help where it is needed.  
The loving grace of God is glue and it’s free. 

Hallelujah Anyway!  
Pastor Kate

THANK YOU

To the Women of St. Mark’s,
The Mozambique School Lunch Initiative 

thanks you for your generous and thoughtful do-
nation which will help in providing nutritious 
lunches to Mozambican school children.  Your 
donation will ensure school lunches for approxi-
mately 54 students for one month!  

Thank you for joining us in addressing child-
hood hunger and global inequality!

Paul and Lori Myers

CHURCH COUNCIL
St. Mark’s Church Council will meet on Monday, 

February 13, at 7:00 pm in the conference room. 

EMPTY NESTERS
This group is for parents who have young adults 

recently out of high school or who will be flying from 
the nest in the next year or two.  Our next meeting 
will be Sunday, February 19, 4:00 pm, at a place to 
be determined (watch your bulletins for location).  
Bring an appetizer and beverage to share.  Ques-
tions?  Please contact Pastor Eric at 747-6677.  

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSURES
The St. Mark’s church office will be closed on 

Monday, February 20, 2017, in observance of 
Presidents’ Day.  The office will also be closed 
on Tuesday, February 7, for a staff planning 
day.  

PUT THIS ON YOUR CALENDAR!
The Chocolate & Champagne Gala is on Sat-

urday, April 22 at the historic Davenport Hotel.
Indulge in decadent chocolate and champagne, 
enjoy an elegant meal, then “bid in the spirit of 
giving” at the live and silent auctions. This event 
benefits Lutheran Community Services North-
west.

A Little Night 
Music at the 
Spokane Civic 
Theatre
Wednesday, February 15, 2017
Wine/Social 6:30 pm – Curtain 7:30 pm

All proceeds from the event benefit 
Lutheran Community Services Northwest 
programs and Lutheran Campus Ministry.

Tickets available from eventbrite.com, $30. 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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Baptized
Sarah Elizabeth Alexander on December 31, 

2016 at 5:30 pm.  Sponsor is Linda Alexander.
Lydia Annabelle Alexander on December 31, 

2016 at 5:30 pm.  Sponsors are Rose & Ben 
Baker.

Marriages
Michael Huffington and Jennifer Bauder, January 

14, 2017.

Sympathy
The family of Bob Bialozor at the time of his 

death.  

THANK YOU
A big thank you for your prayers, notes, and 

other tokens of caring.  I especially appreciate 
the delivery of weekly worship recordings and 
liturgy folders.  They allow me the privilege and 
joy of doing the service from prelude to postlude, 
as though I were in your midst.  We pray the 
prayers, sing the hymns, listen to the sermons 
and choir anthems, speak and sing the liturgy, 
and receive the benediction together.

I’ve had many fine church experiences in my 
life; but my twenty (plus) years at St. Mark’s 
have held special riches for which I am deeply 
grateful.

Martha Ice

�3

MONEY MATTERS

I’m happy to report that our year has ended in the black. Your generous extra gifts and the over-
whelming support of our programs allowed us to erase the negative balance we carried into the be-
ginning of December. It is so encouraging to be part of a community that listens and responds when a 
need is expressed. The contributions to the general fund are the largest amount ever given.  

As we start this New Year, and are considering adding a pastor, it is reassuring that we are willing 
to “put our money where our mouth is” and match our desire for a new pastor with extra contributions 
to facilitate that wish.  

Please know that every contribution is important, large or small. I am thrilled to report that during 
the Stewardship Drive we had eight church members switch their giving to the Simply Giving pro-
gram, which allows for consistent giving over the year. It also costs the church less than contributions 
via credit card. Please contact me if you would like more information about this. 

We will have year-end statements available for pick up by January 29. 
Thank you for all of your support over this past year.

Loris Stupel
Financial Secretary
747-6677
finance@stmarks-spokane.org

December 2016 Operating Budget – Year End

Fund Giving Giving Expenses Budgeted Net - YTD

General $ 111,143.91 $ 738,348.20 $ 716,391.27 $ 739,720.95 $ 21,956.93

Mortgage $ 6,028.71 $ 85,295.08 $ 73,219.67 $ 70,284.00 $ 12,075.41



PREACHING JOHN’S GOSPEL 
IN LENT AND EASTER

Presenter: Pastor Susan Briehl
Thursday, February 2, 2017 (9:00 am to 3:30 pm) 
**Note date change from previous newsletter
• Location: St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
• Cost:  $25 (includes lunch)
• Questions:  Eric Dull at 570-8386
• Please bring a Bible and/or lectionary

You are invited to spend the day getting into 
the lessons we will hear from the Gospel of John 
in Lent and Easter this year. Pastor Susan Briehl 
is rostered in the Indiana-Kentucky Synod and 
called to the wider church as a pastor, teacher 
and writer.  She is a member of St. Mark’s 
Lutheran Church. Please sign up in the narthex, 
or call the church office at 509-747-6677. 

WWL (Walking with the Light) and CONFIRMATION
WWL continues through Wednesday, Feb-

ruary 22.  Parents, please remember to sign up 
to volunteer to help set up, serve and clean up 
dinner on Wednesday nights. If you have ques-
tions, please contact Susan Hagen or the church 
office at 747-6677. 

ALLELUIA CHOIR
It’s never too late! All 1st through 6th graders 

are invited to join Alleluia Choir. The kids meet in 
the choir room each Sunday during the 8:30 
am service. The rehearsals follow the Sunday 
School schedule. For more information, contact 
Ann Benson at 954-9819.

ADULT FORUM: REFORMATION 500
As we celebrate the 500th anniversary of the 

Reformation, your pastors will be focusing 
throughout the year on what continues to make 
Lutheranism relevant today.  

Mixed into that schedule are some shared 
events with Family Forum. For the Adult Forum 
schedule for January 29 - February 26, see the 
Family Forum roster below.

Coming for Reformation 500 in March are:

March 5     The Creed
March 12   The Lord’s Prayer
March 19   Holy Baptism
March 26   Holy Communion
April 2       Confession

9:45 am in the Fellowship Hall
February 5: Suicide – with guest speaker, 

Michelle Klippert, community leader with 
Forefront, Innovations in Suicide Prevention.  
Michelle will continue the discussion started 
on January 29th about suicide, and take us 
through Forefront’s LEARN suicide preven-
tion steps. Michelle is the Children and Youth 
Ministries Coordinator at The Cathedral of St. 
John the Evangelist in Spokane.

February 12: Keeping Our Kids Safe with 
Adam Shipman. Adam is a St. Mark’s mem-
ber and former Director of the Lutheran 
Community Services Safety Response Cen-
ter. 

February 19: Focus on Neurodiversity with 
Debbie Olson. Neurodiversity: Why learning 
about autism as a less common neurology 
rather than an epidemic is important for all of 
us.

February 26: Pancake Breakfast! Bring your 
family for breakfast and support our congre-
gational mission trip to Costa Rica! Come 
listen, ask questions and meet other parents. 
Enjoy a cup of coffee while your kids are in 
Sunday School or in the nursery. Contact 
Susan Hagen, Director of Youth & Family 
Ministries, with any questions. 

THANK YOU

I really appreciated all the cards you sent me 
for my birthday, and the card for Thanksgiving.  
It’s so nice of you to take the time to do that. We 
wish all of you and your family a very happy holi-
day and a wonderful new year!

Love, Kathy Wynia 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SOCIAL MINISTRY MEETING
Come to the next Social Ministry meeting and 

find out what’s going on.  Since this is a very ac-
tive social ministry group it might be a great fit for 
you!  The next meeting is on Sunday, March 19 
at 12:00 noon in the office. The plan is to meet 
every other month, so there will be no February 
meeting. If you have questions feel free to chat 
with one of the pastors.

LENT IS COMING!
Seems like we’re not even done with Christ-

mas and Lent is on the horizon.  Each year, 
members of St. Mark’s are invited to take a 
Lenten coin box home and drop the extra 
change in as the season progresses.  Then, no 
later than Easter morning, turn the boxes in to 
the church.  

The money this year will go to the SPEAR 
program, which helps elementary age school 
children in the East Central neighborhood with 
food and clothing. The boxes will be out in the 
narthex starting February 25/26 and each Sun-
day afterward.  Feel free to take more than one 
and fill them up.  Our God is a faithful God.

BITE2GO PROGRAM
In case you have noticed an advertisement 

on TV mentioning food kits to help supplement 
kids with food on weekends, please note that the 
Bite2Go program St. Mark’s sponsors is a local 
non-profit that helps kids in all the schools in 
Spokane – including some high schools now.  
We ask you to be mindful of your support.

SPEAR
SPEAR is a supervised after school program 

for low-income children in the East Central 
Neighborhood.

The SPEAR program is in need of the follow-
ing items for the month of February:  canned 
chili, canned stews, canned meats (protein), toi-
letries and warm gloves.  These items can be 
placed in the baskets in the narthex.

COSTA RICA MISSION TRIP
Members of the congregation traveling to 

Costa Rica in April need your support. There are 
two ways you can help this group at this time:

Quest for Costa Rica – Choose an envelope (or 
more!) and fill it with the amount designated 
on the front from $1 to $144. There is a 
prayer request inside each envelope. Please 
consider this prayer request as the group de-
parts on April 1st.

Pancake Breakfast! The Costa Rica mission 
team will be serving a pancake breakfast on 
Sunday, February 26, at St. Mark’s. Bring 
your whole family for pancakes, sausage, 
fruit, juice, and coffee. Tickets will be on sale 
soon for $10 each. 

Check out the bulletin board in the Narthex to 
get to know the group traveling to Costa Rica, 
April 1-8, 2017. This is a multi-generational trip 
that includes 10 high school students and 17 
adults.  Thank you for your support and your 
prayers!

THANK YOU

To St. Mark’s Mary Cares,
Bob and family want to thank everyone for 

the continued thoughts and prayers.  The cards 
are so wonderful.  My cancer is in remission but 
do continue with minor infections.  

Thank you again,
Bob Graham and family
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Social Ministry
Opportunities to Serve

New Member Biography Clarification:
In the in the January 2017 Messenger, the 

New Member biography for Reverend David 
and Gloria Baker should have read:

“They have known of St. Mark’s since Pas-
tor Ervin Malm was there from 1959 – 
1963.”



THANK YOU

Dear People of Saint Mark’s, especially Mary 
Cares and the Prayer Shawl Group, 

THANK YOU for the many birthday, Christ-
mas, and get well cards and prayer shawl.  Ina 
Goetzinger, the prayer shawl you made is beauti-
ful and needed this time of year.  Everyone’s re-
membrances during my down time as well are 
very thoughtful and appreciated. 

Pastor Eric is a great blessing to me and all 
of us.  His visits and time spent with me is above 
and beyond expectation. He is very kind, 
thoughtful, tolerant, and has boundless energy.

I am back, though limited, for the weekly les-
son study and Eucharist liturgies.  Hopefully by 
the time you see this, I’ll be back among you and 
more active once again.

Blessings and Peace to all during this 
Epiphany of Christ time. 

Milt Snyder

***

I am thankful for all the birthday cards and 
other greetings I received. 

Marv Donaldson

***
Dear Mary Cares,

Thank you for all your cards and wellness 
wishes. They were truly appreciated.

Hope to see you all real soon.
Sincerely,

Sally Dominguez

***

Dear Friends at St. Mark’s,
Many thanks for your generosity and kind-

ness that you showed to our refugee foster 
daughters!  The girls are using and enjoying the 
beautiful jackets, scarves, gloves, towels, and 
other gifts.  God’s blessings to you!

Thank you for the Christmas gifts.  I’m 
happy.  God bless yours, Akberet

Thank you for the Christmas gifts!  Luwam

Ron and Yvonne Rentner, LCS foster family

Dear Friends,
Thank you very much for your generous do-

nation of Christmas gifts for LCS Northwest Fos-
ter Care youth.  During this busy time of year, we 
wish you all a moment of quiet and peace to re-
flect on the many blessings we share and the 
glorious gift of grace we have received through 
the Christ Child.

It is with this promise of peace and hope that 
Lutheran Community Services reaches out to 
help our children and families who are experi-
encing life-altering traumas and tragedies.  Your 
love and prayers for our community—along with 
your generous gifts—help ensure that we can 
continue to provide healing to those who are suf-
fering.

Please know you are making a difference in 
many lives: 

Children who…
• Are no longer fearful of being abused.
• Can sleep better because they have a 
loving foster family to watch over them.
• Sing and play freely because they are 
no longer in a domestic violent home.

Families who…
• Have grown through their problems 
with the excellent counseling received at 
LCS.

Individuals who…
• No longer have nightmares from the 
traumatic incident that made them seek 
help  from LCS, i.e. bank robbery, witness 
to homicide, sexual assault, etc.
• Through counseling at LCS, have 
overcome their suicidal tendencies.

All of us at LCS Northwest send our appreci-
ation for your ongoing support of our ministry.  
May the New Year continue to help all of us be a 
blessing to others!

Christ’s Peace, Joy, & Blessings,
Christie McKee
Development Director
Lutheran Community Services Northwest 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SATURDAY EVENING POTLUCK
First Saturday, February 4, 6:30 pm

On the first Saturday of each month you are 
welcome to join us for a potluck immediately fol-
lowing the 5:30 service.  Great food!  Great fel-
lowship! Bring your favorite dish (serving 8-10 
people) and join this fun group!

EAT, PRAY, LAUGH 
First Tuesday, February 7, 7:00 pm
Questions: Pastor Kate, 747-6677 

Eat, Pray, Laugh will meet in the parish 
house.  All women are invited to this support 
group for conversation, laughter, prayer and re-
freshments.

SUNRISE SAINTS and SINNERS 
Second  & Fourth Wednesday, Feb. 8, 22, 6:30 am
Questions: Roger Chase, 838-1040

This men’s group meets at The Chalet 
Restaurant on 30th and Grand Blvd.  You’ll have 
lots of laughs, crazy discussions about every-
thing, as well as breakfast. All men are wel-
comed, saints or sinners!

MOVIE DAY
Second Wednesday, February 8, 1:30 pm
Questions: Patti Berg or Dick Thiel, 443-9170

Join us in our conference room; popcorn will 
be provided. We wi l l be viewing “The 
King’s Speech”, a five-star gem you won’t want 
to miss (because of the free gourmet popcorn, 
come even if it snows).   In this biographical dra-
ma that garnered multiple Academy Awards, 
Britain’s King George VI struggles with an em-
barrassing stutter until he seeks help from an 
unorthodox speech therapist from Australia.  

WALKING CIRCLE 
Second Friday, February 10, 10:00 am

This group regularly meets on the second 
Friday of each month. In February the group will 
meet at St. Mark’s to carpool to Touchmark.  
Joyce Cutler will host the meeting and the 
women will walk at Touchmark.  All women are 
welcome!

SCRIPTURE & COFFEE
Tuesdays February 14, 21, 28,  10:30 am
Questions: church office, 747-6677

Bible-based conversation in the conference 
room with Pastor Eric or Pastor Kate to study the 
Scripture texts for the week. Please note:  Scrip-
ture and Coffee will not meet on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 7.

ST. MARK’S MEN’S GROUP
Second Tuesday, February 14, 7:30 pm

This group generally meets each month with 
various speakers and topics in the parish house.  
Mary Gilmore, Community Outreach Coordinator 
of Life Flight Network, for critical care helicopter 
transportation, will be the featured speaker.  
Bring a refreshment of your choice.

RUTH CIRCLE
Third Thursday, February 16, 10:00 am

All women are welcome to join us at the 
church for refreshments, very brief project dis-
cussion, and Bible study led by Pastor Kate or 
Pastor Eric. Please note change of date for Feb-
ruary only.

CANCER SPIRITUALITY GROUP
Third Sunday, February 19, 12:00 pm

This group reaches out to those who have 
cancer or have had cancer, and for family 
members and friends. The group will meet in 
the conference room with facilitator Holly Gunby, 
chaplain and counselor at Sacred Heart Hospital.

THEOLOGY ON TAP  
Third Monday, February 20, 7:00 pm
Questions: Pastor Eric, 747-6677

Great conversation and fellowship with this 
“30ish or younger” group at Two Seven Public 
House in Lincoln Heights. One of our pastors will 
lead a discussion and buy a few appetizers to 
share.  

                                                   continued page 8 
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GROUPS  continued from page 7

BOOK GROUP
Last Wednesday, February 22, 7:00 am

St. Mark’s Book Group meets monthly at 
Forza Coffee in Lincoln Heights.  The book to be 
discussed in February is “Tinkers” by Paul Hard-
ing.  All book lovers are welcome to join any 
discussion!

DIAKONIA GUILD
Fourth Tuesday, February 28, 2:00 pm

Diakonia is an auxiliary of Lutheran Commu-
nity Services.  The members meet monthly at 
various locations with a speaker from LCS.  This 
month the group will meet at Redeemer Lutheran 
Church, 3606 S. Schafer Rd.

LORD JESUS, YOU SHALL BE MY SONG
Jesus, je voudrais te chanter

This hymn, ELW 808, was composed in 1961 by 
a member of the Little Sisters of Jesus, Les Petites 
Soeurs de Jesus, an order practicing “contemplative 
life at the heart of the world.” 

They began in Algeria in 1939, sharing the life of 
semi-nomads at a Saharan oasis. Little Sisters now 
work in 63 countries and their membership encom-
passes 65 different nationalities. They understand 
Nazareth, the place where Jesus lived and worked 
for 30 years, not as a particular place, but as the or-
dinariness of peoples’ lives.

The song talks about the whole creation, ser-
vanthood, salvation, worship at the table, fear and 
courage.

1.    Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey;
I'll tell ev'rybody about you wherever I go:
you alone are our life and our peace and our love.
Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey.

2 Lord Jesus, I'll praise you as long as I journey.
May all of my joy be a faithful reflection of you.
May the earth and the sea and the sky join my 

song.
Lord Jesus, I'll praise you as long as I journey.

3 As long as I live, Jesus, make me your servant,
to carry your cross and to share all your burdens 

and tears.
For you saved me by giving your body and blood.
As long as I live, Jesus, make me your servant.

4 I fear in the dark and the doubt of my journey;
but courage will come with the sound of your 

steps by my side.
And with all of the family you saved by your love,
we'll sing to your dawn at the end of our journey.

        TEXT: reprinted under www.onelicense.net #A-706990
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To hear the lovely music for this hymn:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a2WDtrt-tfs

http://www.onelicense.net
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a2WDtrt-tfs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a2WDtrt-tfs
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